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GKN Driveline’s breakthrough countertrack™ technology saves fuel  
 
 
16th July 2009, Auburn Hills, Michigan USA   GKN Driveline’s breakthrough 
countertrack™ constant velocity joint (CVJ) technology is exciting the interest of 
vehicle manufacturers in Europe, North America and Asia because of its fuel saving 
potential. 
 
“The breakthrough countertrack™ technology has set the new benchmark standard 
for driveshaft technology,” said Rob Rickell, global engineering director for GKN 
Driveline.  
 
GKN Driveline’s new countertrack™ technology improves driveline efficiency – 
which is key to improving fuel economy.    
 
 
The right ideas at the right time 

The breakthrough countertrack™ technology results in finely tuned driveshafts for 
each vehicle platform and powertrain combination, setting a new industrial 
benchmark for weight, size and especially component efficiency.   

Rob Rickell commented, “GKN Driveline has found that converting most of today’s 
front wheel drive (FWD) traditional driveshafts to this new technology will result in a 
noticeable improvement in fuel economy and CO2 emission." 
 
Independent engineering analysis has proved that GKN’s countertrack™ technology 
improves fuel economy by an average of 0.2 mpg on a typical FWD mid-size vehicle, 
this results in a CO2 emission reduction of 1g/km.  For special vehicle segments such 
as SUV’s, case studies have shown that countertrack™ technology can lead to CO2 
emission reductions of 3g/km and more.  With the current discussions on mpg 
legislation and CO2 penalty taxes,  - countertrack™ technology offers a significant 
value to the automotive market. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Besides the highlighted impact on vehicle efficiency and fuel economy, significant 
weight saving can be achieved by applying GKN's latest technology like 
countertrack™.    
 
A weight reduction of up to 29% is possible, which translates to a 9lb (4.0kg) saving 
for a typical FWD mid size car in production today.  
 
With the pressure of rising fuel prices, once again GKN Driveline’s new technologies 
are proving to be the right ideas at the right time.   

 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
About countertrack™ 
 
GKN Driveline’s patented and trade marked countertrack™ technology, is the first 
major breakthrough in constant velocity joint (CVJ) driveshaft technology for the auto 
industry in the last 70 years.  The design breakthrough for the countertrack™ 
technology is to use sets of opposed ball tracks with a unique track shape profile.   

 
Today’s CVJ driveshafts are based on designs developed by Alfred Rzeppa in the 
mid 1930’s.  Most vehicles today have (two) CVJ driveshafts per vehicle and some 
SUVs have up to seven. Although modified and improved, the basic design for 
these components has remained unchanged for 70 years. 
 
GKN Driveline’s countertrack™ technology is expected to become the industry’s 
product of choice for sideshafts.   
 
The first production vehicles with countertrack™ technology will appear in the 
market during 2009.  Overall, 38 applications are now in the customer vehicle 
validation phase and three million countertrack™ CVJ’s are expected to be 
manufactured in 2010. 
 
countertrack™ technology has changed the ‘rules of the game’ and should 
enable GKN Driveline to extend its leadership position in vehicle drivelines. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
About GKN Driveline 
 
GKN Driveline is the world’s leading supplier of automotive driveline components 
and systems. As a global company serving the world’s leading vehicle 
manufacturers, GKN Driveline develops, builds and supplies an extensive range of 
automotive driveline components – for use in the smallest ultra low-cost car to the 
most sophisticated premium vehicle demanding the most complex driving 
dynamics.   
 
GKN Driveline is a leading global producer of sideshafts, propshafts, mechanically 
and electronically controlled torque management systems and associated geared 
components.   
 

www.gkndriveline.com
 
 
 

About the GKN Group 
 
GKN plc is a global engineering business serving mainly the automotive, industrial, 
off-highway and aerospace markets.  It has operations in more than 30 countries, 
at 31st December 2008 it had nearly 40,000 employees in subsidiaries and joint 
ventures and had sales of £4.4 billion in the year ended 31 December 2008.  GKN 
plc is listed on the London Stock Exchange (LSE: GKN).  

 
www.gkn.com

 
 
 
Company Contact: 
 

Paul Dinwiddy 
Global Communication Director 
GKN Driveline  
Phone: + 44 1527 533 646  
Mobile: + 44 7801 077 523 
E-mail: paul.dinwiddy@gkndriveline.com
 

Media Contact – Americas:  
 

Larry Weis  
AutoCom Associates 
Phone: + 1 248 647 8621 
Cell:     + 1 248 705 4448 
E-mail: lweis@usautocom.com  
 

Media Contact – Europe: 
 

Simon Pearson 
Phone: + 44 207 861 3158 
Mobile: + 44 7836 744 192 
E-mail:  simon@s-pearson.com
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